A p p r o x i m a t e l y 50 p a r ti c i p a n ts fro m M exico a tte n d e d th e S e c o n d N ational C o n fe re n c e o n In fo rm a tio n L iteracy: Instruction a n d N ew E ducational M odels, held at th e U niversity A u to n o m a in th e City o f Ju a re z (UA) in C h ih u ah u a P rovince, M exico, O c to b e r 7 -9 , 1999. P a rtic ip an ts in c lu d e d A d o lfo R o d rig u es G allard o fro m th e N ational Library o f M exico a n d librarians from th e U niversity o f T exas, El Paso. At th e o p e n in g o f th e c o n fere n ce , h e ld in th e n e w ly re m o d e le d u niversity li brary, th e P re sid e n t o f th e U niversity, M ae stro R u b en Lau, stre sse d th e im p o rta n c e o f in fo rm a tio n services a n d libraries fo r e d u c a tio n a n d lea rn in g a n d th a t libraries a re d efi nitely u n d e ru s e d in M exico.
A p p r o x i m a t e l y 50 p a r ti c i p a n ts fro m M exico a tte n d e d th e S e c o n d N ational C o n fe re n c e o n In fo rm a tio n L iteracy: Instruction a n d N ew E ducational M odels, held at th e U niversity A u to n o m a in th e City o f Ju a re z (UA) in C h ih u ah u a P rovince, M exico, O c to b e r 7 -9 , 1999. P a rtic ip an ts in c lu d e d A d o lfo R o d rig u es G allard o fro m th e N ational Library o f M exico a n d librarians from th e U niversity o f T exas, El Paso. At th e o p e n in g o f th e c o n fere n ce , h e ld in th e n e w ly re m o d e le d u niversity li brary, th e P re sid e n t o f th e U niversity, M ae stro R u b en Lau, stre sse d th e im p o rta n c e o f in fo rm a tio n services a n d libraries fo r e d u c a tio n a n d lea rn in g a n d th a t libraries a re d efi nitely u n d e ru s e d in M exico.
I w as o n e o f tw o k e y n o te sp e a k e rs from th e U n ited States w h o a d d re ss e d in fo rm atio n literacy. My p re se n ta tio n w a s e n title d "P re p a rin g for th e 21st century: E ducating stu d e n ts a n d citizens fo r effective u s e o f in fo rm a tio n ," a n d it a d d re ss e d e d u c a tio n a l n e e d s fo r th e 21st cen tu ry , e sp e cially in term s o f in fo rm a tio n skills, a n d d e fin e d in fo rm a tio n literacy in term s o f inform ation c o m p e ten c y standards fo r h ig h e r e d u c a tio n . I o u tlin e d th e h ig h e r e d u c a tio n e n v iro n m e n t a n d c u rric u lu m re U fo rm in term s o f o p p o rtu n itie s for aca d em ic librarians to integrate in form ation literacy into ser th e curriculum .
B etsy W ilson, from th e U niversity o f W ash in g to n (UW ), a d d re sse d "Inform ation literacy: F lu e n c y a c ro s s th e c o m m u n ity ." S he e x p la in e d th at stu d e n ts m ust h a v e so p h isticated in fo rm atio n a n d te c h n o lo g y skills to fu n c tio n effectively in th e fu tu re k n o w le d g e -b a se d e n v iro n m e n t. She e x p la in e d th a t m an y e d u c a tors m u st c o lla b o ra te to e n su re th a t stu d e n ts b e c o m e in fo rm a tio n a n d te c h n o lo g y literate, a n d s h e p re s e n te d sev eral b e st p ractices o f in fo rm a tio n flu e n c y a c ro ss a n d b e y o n d a p a rticu la r institution.
O f p a rtic u la r in te re s t w a s th e p ro g ra m U W ired, d e v e lo p e d a t th e UW libraries. Since 1994 this su ccessfu l p ro g ra m h a s effectively in te g ra te d in fo rm atio n literacy a n d te c h n o l o g y in to te a c h in g a n d learning.
A p p lica tio n s and practices
S ix teen lib ra rian s from p u b lic a n d p riv ate co lle g es th ro u g h o u t M exico d isc u sse d a p p li c atio n s a n d p ra ctic e s re la te d to info rm atio n literacy in a variety o f acad em ic settings. T o p ics c o v e re d in c lu d e d e d u c a tio n a n d training for th e u s e o f electro n ic d atab ases, usin g soft
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E le ctro n ic b ra in sto rm in g sessio n s
A n e le c tro n ic b ra in s to rm in g se ss io n w a s
• c h a lle n g e s lib ra rian s fa c e in n e w ly d e v e lo p in g e d u c a tio n a l m o d e ls fo r lea rn in g ;
• a lte r n a tiv e s fo r c o n t r i b u t i n g t o t h e g e n e ra tio n o f in v esti g a tiv e h a b its a n d se lf lea rn in g ;
• th e ro le o f lib ra r ia n s in th e fo rm a tio n o f se lf-le a rn in g h a b its o f fu tu re g ra d u a te s;
• b e n e fits fo r stu d e n ts;
• i m p a c t o n t h e Rader discusses educational needs fo r the 21st ce n tu ry w ith p a rtic ip a n ts a t th e Second National Conference on Inform ation Literacy. c o u n try ;
• id e n tific a tio n o f stra te g ies; a n d
• stra te g ie s fo r stre n g th e n in g th e e d u c a tio n a l ro le o f lib rarian s.
T h e tw o b ra in s to rm in g se ss io n s re s u lte d in a d ra ft sta te m e n t p r e p a r e d b y a w o rk in g g r o u p o f s e v e n p a rtic ip a n ts fro m th e c o n fe r e n c e .
T h e final d e c la ra tio n , "T h e R ole o f L ibrar ian s in th e D e v e lo p in g E d u c a tio n a l M odels fo r L ea rn in g ," w ill b e s h a r e d w ith M e x ica n lib rarian s. P a rtic ip an ts c o m m itte d th e m se lv e s to ta k e th is sta te m e n t to v a rio u s M e x ica n li b ra ry g r o u p s d u rin g th e n e x t fe w w e e k s to o b ta in c o n s e n s u s a n d a c c e p ta n c e .
T h e c o n f e r e n c e , c o n d u c te d in S p a n ish w ith p ro v isio n fo r tra n s la tio n s a n d o rg a n iz e d b y J e s u s Lau, a c a d e m ic v ice p re s id e n t a t UA, a n d his te a m , w a s o n e o f th e m o st su c c e ssfu l o n e s I h a v e e v e r a tte n d e d in te rm s o f o rg a n i z atio n , c o n te n t, a n d , e sp e cially , o u tc o m e s. In fo rm a tio n c o n te n t, te c h n o lo g y , m e d ia , a n d h a n d o u ts w e re w e ll b a la n c e d . T h e c o n fe r e n c e fa cilitate d in fo rm a tio n sh a rin g b e tw e e n d e rg ra d lib ra rian s fro m th e U n ite d S tates a n d M exico in th e a re a o f lib ra ry se rv ice s a n d th e c h a n g in g ro le o f a c a d e m ic lib ra ria n s a s th e y p r e p a re fo r th e n e w m illen n iu m ; a n d it b e c a m e o b v io u s th a t in fo rm a tio n literacy is o f m u c h c o n c e r n a m o n g M ex ican lib ra ria n s a n d th e re a re n u m e r o u s p ro g ra m s in a c a d e m ic in stitu tio n s a lre a d y in p la c e to te a c h s tu d e n ts in fo r m a tio n skills. E xhibits b y v e n d o rs a n d lib ra r ies w e r e v a rie d a n d e d u c a tio n a l. S e ssio n s fo r so c ializin g o ffe re d c u ltu ra l p ro g ra m s , g re a t fo o d , a n d a m p le o p p o r tu n ity to e x c h a n g e in fo rm a tio n .
T h e City o f Ju a re z , M exico, is a c ro ss th e Rio G ra n d e fro m El P aso , T exas. It h a s a p p r o x im a te ly 1.5 m il lio n in h a b ita n ts in a v a lle y c lo se to th e Si e rra o f J u a r e z m o u n ta in ra n g e a n d w a s first e x p lo r e d in 1581 b y th e S p an ish . N e w h o te ls, fin e re s ta u ra n ts , m a lls , e n te r ta in m e n t cen ters, m u se u m s, a n d h is to r ic a l s ite s m a k e th is city a g o o d p la c e to resid e. U A h a s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 0 ,0 0 0 s t u d e n ts , 8 ,5 0 0 u n d e r g ra d u a te s a n d 1,500 g ra d u a te s , w ith a w id e ra n g e o f p ro g ra m s (in c lu d in g d o c to ra l p r o g ra m s) a n d sh a re s in fo rm a tio n a n d s tu d e n ts w ith th e UT. UA h a s lib ra ries in tw o lo c a tio n s a n d c o n ta in s 120,000 v o lu m e s, a s w e ll a s a c c e s s to a v a rie ty o f e le c tro n ic d a ta b a s e s . T h e lib ra ries h a v e b e e n to tally r e n o v a te d a n d u p d a te d in th e last tw o y e a rs a n d a re te c h n o lo g ic a lly o n th e c u ttin g e d g e .
T h e re is a w o n d e rfu l a tm o s p h e re o f w e l c o m e in th e lib ra ries a n d m a n y e x c e lle n t se r v ice s a n d e le c tro n ic in fo rm a tio n a c c e s s a re p ro v id e d . Lau is a lso re sp o n s ib le fo r th e li b ra rie s, a d m in is te re d b y J e s u s C ortes.
T h e library staff is c o m p rise d o f 65 staff, in clu d in g 9 librarians. T his is so m e w h a t u n u s u a l b e c a u s e m o s t a c a d e m ic lib ra rie s in M exico h a v e fe w e r librarians. T h e re a re o n ly 2,700 librarians fo r m o re th a n 10,000 libraries in th e w h o le c o u n try a n d o n ly a p e rc e n ta g e o f th e librarians h a v e a n MLS; m a n y h a v e a n u n u a te d e g re e in library scien ce. ■
